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Major Sources of Immigration in America
The US holds the highest number of immigrants compared to all other countries around the world. The immigration process to the US began way back during the 17th and 18th century. However, over time the process of welcoming immigrants to the country continued revolving and increasing the number of requirements for the immigrants. During the 1890-1924 period, over twenty million immigrants had been received in America (Daniels, 1997). This was after the Civil War, which had slowed down the immigration. The high number of immigrants were attracted by the rapid industrialization and urbanization that was going on at the time and the perception that America was a land of economic opportunities. Moreover, various factors also encouraged immigration; for instance, people who were fleeing from food shortages, crop failure, job shortages, and rising taxes. At the beginning of the 1890’s the primary sources of immigration were Eastern, and Southern Europe, which later extended to Western and Northern Europe. (Daniels, 1997).
The Major Sources of Immigration in America from 1890-1924
Immigrants from Eastern Europe were mainly made up of Jews fled their homes due to the ongoing religious persecution. Besides, there were also Jews from Central Europe who also immigrated in search of economic opportunities. Therefore, Eastern Europeans immigrated to America with the perception that the country would offer them peace and job opportunities which were not available in their home (Daniels, 1997). Moreover, these immigrants were also in search of political and religious freedom which was not available in their countries. Once they immigrated, most used New York passage, which was standard at the time, they built organizations ranging from social organizations, cultural, and religious. These Jews mostly settled in New York and other East Coast cities. However, the big number of immigrants was later influenced by the establishment of restrictive laws in the 1920s, which restricted the number of Jews that immigrated to the country. 
The second primary source of immigration was Southern Europe, whereby many immigrated to America due to various reasons, for instance, the economic opportunities available in America. Therefore, in conjunction with the Eastern and Central Europeans immigrants, they mostly contributed to the labour force in the American industry. Since it was the dawn of the industrial revolution, there was a need for the labour force in both heavy and light industries (Daniels, 1997). These immigrants also used the same entrance to America as the Eastern Europeans, which was located in New York. Moreover, various other immigrants entered America during the 1890 to 1924 period, including Asians, more so the Chinese and Japanese people. However, their migration to America was opposed based on various statutes developed. An excellent example of these statutes is the Gentlemen Agreement, which was an informal agreement established in 1907 that stopped Japanese migration (Daniels, 1997). 
How did American society react to these new immigrants?
The reactions depicted by Americans to the new immigrants was based on various factors. For instance, those who came from European origin were treated differently than those from other origins such as Asia due to their ability to speak English. Before the period of 1890 to 1924, the Chinese had jobs preserved only for them such as building railway lines; however, once the immigrants from Europe started entering America, there was a competition for these jobs between them and the Chinese (Daniels, 1997). As a result, there was the enactment of a statute that inhibited the immigration of Chinese to the country. Therefore, this is an example of the reaction given to immigrants by American society. As a result of the competition for the jobs initially allocated for the Chinese, racism started to develop among American society. However, American society depicted a different reaction to the new immigrants from Southern, Eastern, and Central Europe (Daniels, 1997).
During this period from 1890 to 1924, most Americans attracted the new immigrants from the different parts of Europe with job opportunities, which most were seeking. In other rare cases, some of the Americans also offered these new immigrants land for farming. Therefore, in this case, American society reacted positively since most of those who were immigrating to America at the time were attracted to the economic opportunities available in the country (Daniels, 1997). However, over time the job opportunities started to reduce compared to the number of immigrants that were coming in; as a result, Americans began using the available workforce offered by these immigrants. The employers paid the immigrants at lower rates than the other workers; specifically, men were paid lower rates than the American employees, while immigrant women were paid less than the immigrant men. Consequently, this was the beginning of some of the already existing societal problems in America (Daniels, 1997). For instance, societal issues such as stereotyping and discrimination of the immigrants began.
Additionally, American society developed associations and restrictive policies that were aimed at reducing the rate of immigration in the country. An excellent example of the guidelines is the Immigration Act of 1924. This statute restricted the number of entries to the country to 2% of the total number of people belonging to each of the nationalities in America as of the national census that was conducted in 1890 (Daniels, 1997). However, this statute reduced the number of immigrants from all other origins but favoured those from Western Europe. Moreover, in 1917, Congress enacted legislation that required all immigrants over sixteen years of age to pass various tests, including a literacy test. The outcome of these legislative measures adversely affected the number of immigrants allowed to America. Also, it influenced the existence of those who had already secured a place in the country (Daniels, 1997).
In conclusion, from 1890 to 1924, there were various sources of immigration in America; however, there were two primary sources, that is from Eastern and Southern Europe. The people from these locations were seeking peace, political and religious freedom and economic opportunities, which were all perceived to be available in America. Once in America, these immigrants were faced with various reactions from American society. For instance, many faced discrimination, while others were offered jobs. Moreover, the legislation in America developed multiple statutes that were aimed at reducing the number of immigrants entering the country. An excellent example of these statutes is the Immigration Act of 1924.
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